Rotherfield Primary School

Long Term Handwriting Overview

Terms1 & 2 Terms 3 & 4 Terms5 & 6
Reception | Develop small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for
drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons.
Use core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.
Develop the foundations of a handwriting style that is fast, accurate and efficient.
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing — using the tripod grip in almost all cases.
Form lower case and capital letters correctly.
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed
Year 1 Letter formation: Letter formation: Refine and practise formation of

e Straight line letters: i, I, t, z
e Curvestostart:c,a,d, g,q,0,€,s
o Topexit:r,v,w

Form capital letters and digits 0-9

Use RWI letter formation rhymes.

e Tunnel letters:n, m, h, b, p, u
e Hook, loop and line letters: j, vy, f,
k, x
Form capital letters and digits 0-9

Use RWI letter formation rhymes

lowercase and capital letters, plus digits
0-9.

Identify children who need additional

support to form letters correctly and
consistently before entering Year 2.

Use RWI letter formation rhymes
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e Bottom joins, e.g. ai, ch, ck, er,
sh, th

e Bottom to c shape joins, e.g. as,
ee, ed, ss

e Bottom e letter joins, e.g. be, ie,
se

e Top e letter joins, e.g. oe, re, ve,
ere, ure

e Top letter joins, e.g. 0a, 00, oh,
oi, on, or, ou, ov, oy

spelling patterns, ensuring that
ascenders and descenders are consistent
and do not impact on the line of writing
above or below.

Terms1 & 2 Terms 3 & 4 Terms5 & 6
Year 2 Ensure that children can form all capital | Letter joins: Refinement and practise of joined
and lower case letters correctly and e Bottom e letter joins, e.g. be, ie, | handwriting, including ensuring that
consistently. se height and length of descenders are
e Top e letter joins, e.g. oe, re, ve, | appropriate and that capital letters
Letter joins: ere, ure remain distinct and unjoined.
e Bottom joins, e.g. ai, ch, ck, er, e Top letter joins, e.g. 0a, 00, oh,
Sh, th 0i, on, or, ou, ov, oy Identify children who need additional
e Bottom to c shape joins, e.g. as, support to form and begin to join all
ee, ed, ss Understand which letters are best left letters consistently before entering Year
unjoined, e.g. x. 3.
Year 3 Revise all letter joins: Practise letter joins in the context of Increase speed, fluency and consistency,

targeting children who need additional
support before moving to Year 4.
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Develop style for speed linked to
prefixes, suffixes and spelling patterns
being taught.

Develop style for speed, e.g. pen breaks
in longer words, different styles for
different purposes.

Terms1&2 Terms 3 &4 \ Terms 5 & 6
Year 4 Revise letter joins as above, focussing on | Make close links between handwriting and spelling patterns, including statutory
children who need additional supportto | words.
improve fluency, consistently and
legibility. Focus on size, proportion, spacing and height/length of ascenders/descenders.
Make close links between handwriting Practise speed and fluency in context, e.g. note making, drafting, lists.
and spelling patterns, including statutory | All children should be writing in a legible, fluent and joined style. Those that are not
words. should receive additional support to address this as a priority before moving into
Year 5.
Year 5 & 6 | Revise letter joins if needed. Focus on writing legibly at speed: spacing in words, spacing between words

Consistent self-assessment of handwriting:
-checking joins

-consistency of size

-letters resting on baseline

-ascenders and descenders

-consistency of size of capitals and ascenders




