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Rationale

Rotherfield Primary Schoolis fully committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young people. The school is clear that exploitation of vulnerable children and radicalisation should be
viewed as a safeguarding concern. We follow the Department for Education guidance for schools and
childcare providers on preventing children and young people from being drawn into terrorism. Further
details are given in the Child Protection & Safeguarding Policy on the school website. In line with the
statutory guidance, the policy commits the School Governors, the Headteacher and the Designated
Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) to assessing the level of risk within the school and put appropriate and
proportionate actions in place to reduce any risk.

Considerations

Completion of risk assessment in relation to risks and vulnerabilities within the school, the local area and
forindividuals.
Risk assessment considerations for 2026/2027
Local Channel referral themes currently include:
Males aged 13 to 17 years: Think families and future outcomes for younger children.
Accessing extremist materials on websites and forums and making contact with others on encrypted and
gaming platforms.
Autism traits are often present but should not be considered as the only vulnerability.
Racist views (comfortable in expressing these openly to peers either online or in person) and other hate
themes including religion, sexuality, or disability.
Mental health difficulties such as anxiety, low mood, depression, and self-harm.
Experience of bullying behaviour (historic or current) which has left a negative impression on them about
their school: how they view their peers, as well as staff who dealt with any incidents, has resulted in a
sense of injustice and grievance.
Being isolated or a loner with few ‘real friends’ and no sense of belonging.




Risk rating Likelihood (L) X Severity (S)
Almost Impossible 1 Insignificant
Unlikely 2 Minor
Possible 3 Moderate
Likely 4 Major
Almost Certain 5 Catastrophic
Hazard Persons at risk Current control measures
L S Risk rating
All children; + All adults working or volunteering in school to have DBS check
. . Speciﬁca”y, before Starting
g:;\l:rl;eiﬁtlgelng those children * Preventing radicalisation guidance is part of school’s ‘Child
terrorism who: Protection & Safeguarding Policy’, under ‘Radicalisation and
and/or Extremism’
extremist « Find it difficult | * The school’s Child Protection & Safeguarding Policy
views which to make friends | ® Preventing Extremism and Radicalisation Safeguarding Policy —
could bring * May have a will be reviewed annually
themselves or | SEN that means | * Both policies on the school website
others to harm | it is difficult to  Safer Recruitment procedures are followed
interact with * Acceptable ICT use policy for adults and pupils (within the online
; other people Safety Policy) 3 2 6
Ad:ltsl in the « May be » All members of staff have up to date CP / Safeguarding training to
school vulnerable due enable the effective understanding and handling of referrals
community to family relating to radicalisation and extremism.
(including but | circumstances/ | ¢ Headteacher, Safeguarding Governor and class teachers have
not limited to cultural or done Prevent Awareness Training (Channel) and Certificates of
parents and religious training are kept securely
staff) being heritage * DSL has completed additional Prevent and Channel referral

drawn into
terrorism

(See Preventing
Extremism and
Radicalisation
Safeguarding

training

» PSHE curriculum teaches child and their rights and responsibilities
and how to get help if they are worried about anything

* British Values highlighted throughout school and through school
values




Policy for full
range of risk
indicators)

* High profile for RE in the curriculum, including teaching about other
religions and challenging prejudices

» School’s Internet is filtered (Smoothwall) to ensure children are not
exposed to inappropriate materials - reporting system in place for
staff to report any inappropriate websites which are accidentally
accessed / not blocked

» Computing lessons have a thread of online safety to ensure
children know what to do if they encounter content online that
concerns them

* Newsletters to parents and other parent engagement opportunities
are used to highlight the importance of online safety

* Visitors to school to be members of recognised organisations, who
sign in, sign out and wear a visitor badge for clear recognition by
children. Any concerns around visitors are reported to senior
member of staff.

+ Clear understanding by staff about the content any outside
speakers are presenting to children

» Senior members of staff to attend any local seminars/conferences
as needed to ensure secure local knowledge

» The school has robust pastoral support underpinned by the SEND
and behaviour policies in order to support children and families in
an open and supportive culture

Potential
friction in the
wider school

Families who
feel isolated in
the community

e Inclusive school environment
 Anti-bullying policy, behaviour policy, safeguarding policy

community e.g. post Brexit/ | e PSHE programme preparing children for life in modern Britain.
Ukraine War ¢ British Values highlighted throughout school and through school
(refugees) mission and vision.
¢ Staff awareness training of current events through staff meetings or
Children whose email alerts to any issues in the community.
parents are ¢ Staff acting as role models for pupils in promoting British values.
concerned about | ® Information to parents shared in their home language e.g school
local issues reports, letters,
Pupils and staff | Firewalls and online security are monitored and managed by DSL
Access to within school and. LA ICT team. . . '
. . Pupils and/or * Online Safety Curriculum weaved into all computing lessons — we
material online staff are use Purple Mash curriculum for this.
. * Inclusion of the Prevent duty within Safeguarding policy and online
accessing

safety policy.




inappropriate or
extremist
content online,
using school
facilities and
servers. Or, in
the course of
undertaking
legitimate
research, pupils
are exposed to
extremist
content or
material online.

 Ensure firewalls and online security measures are in place to
ensure that pupils cannot access extremist or inappropriate
content. Where websites, such as YouTube, are permitted for the
purpose of learning, but are used by pupils to access inappropriate
material, staff are aware of how to respond to this, and how to
report and extremist content encountered via MyConcern.

* Relevant staff undertake awareness training, so that they are
aware of what extremist material looks like.

* Curriculum: Computing (KS2 focus) Raise awareness amongst
pupils about the importance of critical thinking skills to ensure that
pupils are confident in verifying the validity of information, for
example, by considering its origin, and that pupils understand why
it is important to do so. Wider curriculum- Graffiti symbols, writing
or artwork promoting extremist messages or images.

* Whole school awareness days such as Safer internet day

Lack of staff
awareness

Staff

* Include information about Prevent in Staff induction

« Staff training around safeguarding including Prevent and rising
concerns to develop staff's understanding of Prevent Duty to inform
and raise confidence in handling concerns and/or referrals

* All staff aware of procedures to report Prevent concerns to DSLs
via My Concern




